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HOOSICK FALLS 

Construction on new water transmission line to begin in May 
By Record staf 

The Hoosic
River runs
through the
village of
Hoosick Falls,
where the
village water
system was
contaminated
with a reputed
cancer-
causing
substance.

FILE PHOTO 

“No community should have to tween a newly developed wellfeld
question the safety of their drink- and the village of Hoosick Falls 

HOOSICK FALLS, N.Y. » Construc- ing water, and we’re continuing water treatment plant. Construc-
tion is starting this spring on a to make important investments to tion activities will be performed 
permanent water transmission protect New Yorkers and ensure by Honeywell and Saint-Gobain 
line to provide a new water source companies are held accountable and overseen by the New York 
for the village of Hoosick Falls, for industrial contamination,” State Departments of Environ-
Gov. Kathy Hochul announced in Hochul said in the release. “This mental Conservation (DEC) and 
a press release. milestone brings us closer to heal- Health (DOH). 

The project is part of a 2023 ing the community in Hoosick The water transmission line 
agreement between New York Falls and marks another step in construction activities are ex-
State and Saint-Gobain and Hon- our ongoing commitment to ad- pected to begin in May 2024 and 
eywell to implement the new wa- dress pollutants.” last approximately seven months. 
ter supply and address perfuo- Ofcials said the project to se- Hochul said this new water sup-
rooctanoic acid contamination cure a permanent water supply for ply distribution system is part of 
from historic industrial opera- the village involves constructing the State’s ongoing eforts to ad-
tions at the McCafrey Street fa- approximately 6,800 linear feet of dress PFOA contamination from 
cility and other sites in the village. raw water transmission line be- WATER » PAGE 2 

EDUCATION 

BENEFICIAL GUEST 
Harmony Hill Elementary School celebrates ten years with therapy dog, Rozie 

MELISSA SCHUMAN — MEDIANEWS GROUP 

Rozie with her friends in Mrs. Laughlin’s ffh-grade class. 

By Melissa Schuman 
mschuman@saratogian.com 

COHOES, N.Y. » Harmony Hill 
Elementary School has a very 
special reason to celebrate 
this school year. It’s the tenth 
anniversary of having the 
school’s therapy dog, Rozie. 

Rozie, a golden retriever, 
is owned by school princi-
pal Mark Perry. She’s become 
such a part of the school’s cul-
ture that the school building 
is her second home and every-
one at Harmony Hill is part 
of her family. She’s got her 
own Facebook and Instagram 
pages full of photos of her and 
her friends. 

Typical for a golden re-
triever, she has a gentle, lov-
ing personality and is very 
protective of the students. 
When I entered the classroom 
she was in for the first time, 
her immediate instinct was 
to run over and bark. Perry 
explained that she was tell-
ing me, “Hey, person I don’t 
know! These are MY kids and 
I’m keeping them safe!” Once 
she knew I was a good person, 
it was back to lying with the 
students and keeping an eye 
on them as they learned. 

Also typical for a golden re-
triever, Rozie loves to play and 
run. Perry says some of her fa-
vorite activities are playing on 
the playground and spending 
time with classes who have 

earned outside time with her. 
Students who get to take her 
outside get a big kick out of 
how active she is. 

“They are just amazed to 
see her running and playing 
fetch, and acting like a ‘nor-
mal dog,’ because she’s so 
quiet and calm inside,” Perry 
said. “She’s gentle, but funny. 
She’ll chase her tail just to 
make people laugh, and she 
feeds off of that energy. At 
nine and a half years old, she 
still has zoomies.” 

Rozie’s time at Harmony 
Hill began shortly after Perry 
got her just before Christmas 
in 2014. Her first visit to the 
school was when she was just 
six months old. Perry saw a 
newspaper article about the 
benefits of therapy dogs in 
schools. He did some research 
and found a therapy dog pro-
gram in the Guilderland 
school district. After learn-
ing a lot about the program, 
Perry started bringing Rozie 
to training classes. When she 
passed her Therapy Dogs In-
ternational test, she was ready 
to start working at Harmony 
Hill. 

Since then, Rozie has 
brought joy to students and 
staff alike. Perry says that 
teachers will come into his 
office before school starts to 
spend time with Rozie, and 
students look forward to 
greeting her at arrival time. 

“Every single kid knows 
her,” Perry commented. “I’ve 
got high school students com-
ing back to see her.” 

In her role as a therapy 
dog, Rozie provides a source 
of comfort and quiet support 
to students who need it. She’ll 
listen to students read and sit 
with them while they work. 
She can tell if someone is sad 
or stressed and will go right 
to them for pets and hugs. She 
has helped students to over-
come their fear of dogs and 
was a big source of support 
to one child whose own dog 
passed away. 

Students in Sharon Laugh-
lin’s fifth-grade class said that 
petting Rozie made them feel 

better. She’s also a great in-
centive for the students to 
keep their classroom clean be-
cause as the students put it, 
“she’s a vacuum cleaner.” 

“She will eat anything and 
everything, especially paper, 
so we’re really good about 
keeping the room clean,” 
Laughlin said. 

Before the pandemic, Perry 
would also take Rozie to visit 
Alzheimer’s patients at the 
Eddy, where she would pro-
vide the same loving comfort 
and support — and steal ev-
eryone’s tissues. These days, 
as she’s grown older, she sticks 
to Harmony Hill. 

“She’s really a de-stressor 
GUEST » PAGE 2 

MELISSA SCHUMAN — MEDIANEWS GROUP 

Rozie stands next to a table of her toys. 

NEW YORK 

Questions 
as Trump 
deadline 
approaches 
By MICHAEL R. SISAK 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK » Donald Trump is 
hurtling toward a critical dead-
line in his most costly legal bat-
tle to date. If the former president 
doesn’t come up with a fnancial 
guarantee by Monday, New York’s 
attorney general can start the 
process of collecting on the more 
than $454 million Trump owes 
the state in a civil fraud lawsuit. 

Trump’s lawyers are trying to 
stop that from happening. They 
have asked a court to put collec-
tion eforts on hold while he ap-
peals the verdict. 

The presumptive Republican 
presidential nominee tried get-
ting a bond for the full amount, 
which would have stopped the 
clock on collection during his ap-
peal and ensured the state got its 
money if he were to lose. 

But more than 30 underwriters 
said no, Trump’s lawyers told the 
court. They said getting a bond 
for such a large sum is “a practi-
cal impossibility.” 

That’s raised the possibility 
that New York Attorney General 
Letitia James could start trying 
to enforce the judgment as soon 
as Monday. 

Here’s a look at what that might 
look like, and what it would mean 
for Trump’s business empire. 

COULD NEW YORK REALLY 
SEIZE TRUMP’S ASSETS? 

Yes. If Trump isn’t able to pay, 
the state “could levy and sell his 
assets, lien his real property and 
garnish anyone who owes him 
money,” Syracuse University Law 
Professor Gregory Germain said. 

Potential targets could include 
properties such as his Trump 
Tower penthouse, Wall Street of-
fice building and golf courses. 
James’ ofce could also seek court 
permission to drain Trump’s bank 
accounts and investment portfo-
lios, or sell of other assets like 
his planes, helicopters — or even 
his golf carts. 

Seizing assets is a common le-
gal tactic when someone can’t 
access enough cash to pay a civil 
penalty. 

In a famous example, O.J. 
Simpson’s Heisman Trophy was 
seized and sold at auction to cover 
part of a $33.5 million wrongful 
death judgment. More recently, a 
city commissioner in Miami, Flor-
ida, fought to keep his home after 
a federal judge ordered it seized 
and auctioned of to help pay a 
$63.5 million judgment in a po-
litical retaliation case. 

New York state seized three 
moving trucks in 1999 to help sat-
isfy a $250,000 judgment against 
a company that ripped of cus-
tomers. In 2006, the state seized 
a $342,000 investment account to 
cover part of a $2 million judg-
ment against operators of illegal 

TRUMP » PAGE 2 
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Guest 
FROM PAGE 1 

for the students,” Laugh
lin  commented.   “She
changes our mood — even
mine.” 

Irlene Mayo’s third
grade students agreed
They talked about how
Rozie comforts them and
makes  them  “not  feel  sad.”

Laughlin and Mayo’s
classes get to see Rozie ev
ery day, as long as there
are  no  scheduling  conficts
Perry says the students in
those two rooms really
beneft from her daily pres

in every classroom at Ha
mony Hill; all the teach
ers need to do is sched
ule time with her throug

- Perry’s secretary. The UP
  students love playing hid
  and seek with her, and las

year Rozie was able to pa
- ticipate in the ffth-grad
.  promotion ceremony fo
  the frst time. 
  When school isn’t i
 session, Rozie still ha
  lots to do. 

- “She has a very full lif
  outside of school,” Perr
.  said. “She loves her sis
  ter’s cat Mow, and sh
  loves going swimming

- She likes to play frisbe

ence. Rozie is also welcome and go on long walks.” 
r- Perry says that the
- whole school community
- has changed for the better
h  because of Rozie. Students
K  at Harmony Hill have
e  learned a lot about good
t  behavior thanks to help

r- from Rozie. They have
e  learned from an early age
r  how to behave around a

dog, including asking for
n  permission to pet her and
s  being mindful of her tail.

“I’ve had a bunch of
e  teachers tell me she’s
y  helped the culture of the
- building,”  he  said.  “It’s
e  improved attendance  be-
.  cause the kids love her
e  and want to see her. She’s

helped teachers to be
 calm, which helps them

do their jobs. She helps
the kids to be calm, and
when they’re calm they’re  

 better learners.” 
Dur ing f i re   dr i l ls ,

Perry will walk with Ro-
zie, especially around the  
younger grades, to show
them that if Rozie can
stay calm when there are 
lights f lashing and sirens  
blaring, so can they. Al-
though, Rozie has a bit of  
an advantage in those sit-
uations — she’s normally 
calm and lots of noise
doesn’t faze her. During
a recent school assembly,  
in front of 450 students

 and 60 adults, Perry an-
nounced that it was Ro-
zie’s ten-year anniversary  
with the school. As the en-
tire room went nuts with  
cheers and applause, Ro-
zie didn’t even blink. 

It’s not just the students  
and staf who appreciate Ro-
zie. School parents are sup-
portive of her and just as
happy to see her at Harmony  
Hill as  some  of the  students. 

“I think because I’ve
invited the parents to
be part of her life, we’ve 
never had any issues,”
Perry mused. “I’m always  
fully transparent with her  
and I think that’s helped.  
In the packet that goes

out at the beginning of ev
ery year, I include infor
mation about Rozie so th
parents know who she is.

As Rozie settles into he
golden (retriever) years a
Harmony Hill, she’ll con
tinue to be a source o
calm and comfort for th
school community. Perr
says she’ll keep coming t
school as long as she’s abl
to do so in good health. 

“It’s really been a grea
ten-year run,” Perry said
“Rozie is an asset. We al
benefit from her.” 

Follow Rozie on Face-
book at https://w w w
f a c e b o o k  . c o m / M i s s -
RoziePerry. 
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Water 
FROM PAGE 1 

the Saint-Gobain McCafrey
Street Superfund site. 

DEC worked closely with
the community to evaluate
water  supply  options  and
ensure  the  new groundwa-
ter source was located out-
side of the contaminated
aquifer and fully compat-
ible with the water treat-
ment plant’s capabilities,
ofcials said. The granular
activated carbon (GAC) fl-
tration system the State re-
quired the responsible par-
ties to install on the village’s 
water treatment system to
remove PFOA will remain
in use to further safeguard
the system. 

“From the first days of
my tenure at DEC, we have
worked hand-in-hand with 
the Hoosick Falls commu-
nity to address the contami-
nation,  protect  public  health 
and hold the polluters ac-
countable for cleaning up
their mess,” DEC Commis-
sioner Basil Seggos said in
the release.”The start of con-
struction of this new drink-
ing water source is a critical 
milestone for this commu-

nity and the result of exten-
sive,  science-based eforts
by DEC, DOH, and the Hoo-
sick Falls community. DEC is  
grateful for our many part-

  ners in this work, including  
Mayor Rob Allen, Supervisor  

  Mark Surdam, members of
  the Citizens Participation
  Working Group, school dis-

trict officials, Rensselaer
County, and many others. 

  “I also applaud our team  
of DEC and DOH experts
who worked hard to secure  

  this outcome for the Hoo-
  sick Falls community and

continue to lead the nation  
in responding to the threat  
of  emerging  contaminants,” 

 he continued. 
  State Health Commis-
  sioner Dr. James McDon-
  ald said in the release, “Un-

der the leadership of Gov-
  ernor Hochul and thanks
  to the collaboration of the
 New York State Depart-

ment  of  Environmental
Conservation, the Depart-

 ment of Health, and our lo-
cal partners, the people in

  this community are get-
ting a safe, clean and reli-

  able water source. The De-
partment will continue to
collaborate with our part-

 ners to monitor and prior-
itize public health and to

ensure that safe drinking  
water is available to the
Hoosick Falls community 
for years to come.” 

In 2016, PFOA was de-
tected in the village of Hoo-
sick Falls’ public drinking  
water supply and the town  
of Hoosick’s private drink-
ing water wells above the  
federal Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) health  
advisory level at that time  
of 70 parts per trillion (ppt),  
ofcials said. The presence  
of PFOA in groundwater
is linked to past manufac-
turing sites in the Hoosick  
area. 

PFOA is part of a group of  
compounds called per- and  
polyfuoroalkyl substances  
(PFAS). Under DEC over-
sight, the release said the  
companies installed a GAC  
treatment system at the vil-
lage water treatment plant  
to eliminate the communi-
ty’s exposure to PFOA con-
tamination and undertook  
additional response actions  
as described below. 

In 2021, DEC issued the  
Saint-Gobain — McCaf-
frey  Street  Record  of  Deci-
sion (ROD) to provide a per-
manent water source to ad-
dress PFAS contamination  
in the village water supply.  

Ofcials said as part of the  
State’s commitment to en-
suring residents in the Hoo-
sick Falls village water sys-
tem continue to have access  
to clean and reliable drink-
ing water, DEC’s ROD in-
corporates findings from
the  Municipal  Water  Supply  
Study and public comments  
received on the State’s Pro-
posed Remedial Action Plan  
to select a groundwater
source outside of the con-
taminated aquifer, in addi-
tion to the continued use of  
the GAC. 

In a $45-million agree-
ment with DEC in 2023,
Saint-Gobain and Honey-
well are required to imple-
ment the new water supply  
for the Hoosick Falls village  
water system that serves ap-
proximately 4,500 people.
The estimated cost for this  
phase of construction and
implementation is approxi-
mately $5.5 million. 

The agreement also holds  
the companies accountable  
for $30 million in past costs  
incurred by state taxpay-
ers, $5 million in natural
resource damages and fu-
ture costs related to oper-
ation and maintenance of
the new water line and GAC  
fltration, the release said.

The GAC treatment system  
installed in 2017 removes
PFOA and other PFAS from  
the drinking water supply. 

Additionally, DEC in-
stalled and maintains hun-
dreds of point-of-entry
treatment systems for in-
dividual homes in the sur-
rounding area, including in  
the town of Hoosick. DEC
continues to require Hon-
eywell and  Saint-Gobain
to identify and address the  
sources of PFOA contami-
nation in this community. 

“Construction of the new  
water transmission lines to  
our new water supply is an  
important step and major
milestone for the Village of  
Hoosick Falls,” Hoosick Falls  
Mayor Rob Allen said in the  
release. “We are very grate-
ful for the work done by the  
Departments of Environ-
mental Conservation and
Health and Governor Hochul  
and her ofce. It stands as a  
shining example of a unifed  
efort, linking our commu-
nity together with local and  
state government, to develop  
a new water source and to re-
spond  to  the  PFOA  contam-
ination. Everyone involved
should be very proud of the  
work done thus far.” 

“Since the discovery of

PFOA contamination in  
water wells in 2016, New 
York State has been a con-
stant presence in our com-
munity, helping to answer 
questions and address con-
cerns of residents while tak-
ing immediate steps to en-
sure our drinking water is  
safe,” Town of Hoosick Su-
pervisor Mark Surdam said  
in  the  release.  “We  appre-
ciate the support and com-
mitment of New York State,  
including Governor Hochul  
and the Departments of  
Environmental Conserva-
tion and Health, who have 
made protecting the health  
of Hoosick families a prior-
ity.” 

DEC and DOH will con-
tinue to provide Hoosick  
area residents with informa-
tion and updates regarding  
ongoing remediation eforts,  
the release said. In addition,  
State agencies continue to en-
gage the Hoosick Area Com-
munity Participation Work  
Group to discuss the progress  
of the PFOA cleanup. 

Additional information  
and documents regarding 
state actions underway in  
the Hoosick Falls area are  
available on the DEC web-
site. 

   
 

 
  
 

  

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
   

 

 

 

  
 

   

Trump 
FROM PAGE 1 

tire dumps. 
COULD IT HAPPEN 

SOON? 
Not likely. State ofcials 

can’t just padlock Trump 
Tower. Any attempt to col-
lect would be done through 
such legal actions as liens 
and foreclosures. But the 
state could lay groundwork 
by subpoenaing Trump for 
information about his as-
sets. 

James, a Democrat, re-
cently told ABC that if 
Trump can’t pay, her ofce 
“will ask the judge to seize 
his assets.” 

WHY DOES TRUMP 
OWE THIS MONEY? 

The state, through James’ 
ofce, sued Trump in 2022, 
alleging he had committed 
fraud for years by inflat-
ing his wealth on fnancial 
statements given to banks 
and insurance companies 
in connection with various 
business deals. 

In February, after a 
2½-month trial, Judge Ar-
thur Engoron ordered 
Trump to pay $355 million 
plus interest, saying, “The 
frauds found here leap of 
the page and shock the con-
science.” 

Trump denies any at-
tempt to deceive banks 
or anyone else about his 
wealth. He has said the 
judge’s decision and the 
lawsuit itself were politi-
cally motivated attempts to 
keep him from reclaiming 
the White House in 2024. 

He has also argued that 
it is unfair to make him sell 
off assets or spend huge 
amounts buying a bond 
when the case is still being 
appealed, though a court re-
quiring an appeal bond is 
fairly common in New York 
and other jurisdictions. 

Asked Tuesday if he’s 
confident he can pay, 
Trump lashed out at what 
he deemed “a rigged trial 
by a crooked judge and a 
crooked attorney general.” 

“We have a lot of cash 
and we have a great com-
pany, but they want to take 
it away or at least take the 
cash element away. Billions 

of dollars in value, billions 
of dollars in properties. But 
they’d like to take the cash 
away so I can’t use it on the 
campaign,” Trump said af-
ter voting in Florida’s Re-
publican primary. 

“We’ll see how the courts 
rule on it,” he said. 

COULD TRUMP PAY IF 
HE WANTED? 

Trump says he is worth 
several billion dollars, but 
much of it is tied up in his 
real estate holdings. 

He reported having 
about $294 million in cash 
or cash equivalents like 
stocks on his most recent 
publicly available fnancial 
statement, but that docu-
ment is outdated, cover-
ing the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 2021. It’s also 
one of the documents En-
goron deemed fraudulent 
for exaggerating Trump’s 
wealth. 

Since then, Trump has 
netted nearly $187 million 
from selling the lease on 
his Washington, D.C., ho-
tel and the rights to man-
age a New York City golf 
course. His current cash 
position is unclear. During 
his civil fraud trial, he said 
he had more than $400 
million in cash, but that 
is unverifed. 

Trump has other legal 
bills. In January, a jury or-
dered him to pay $83.3 mil-
lion for defaming writer E. 
Jean Carroll after she ac-
cused him of sexual assault. 
Trump secured a $91.6 mil-
lion bond this month to 
guarantee that judgment 

while he appeals. 
Trump’s lawyers said 

freeing up cash by ofoad-
ing some of Trump’s prop-
erties in a “fre sale” would 
result in massive, irrecover-
able losses. 

ARE THERE OTHER 
WAYS TRUMP COULD 
RAISE THE MONEY? 

Trump could receive a 
fnancial windfall from a 
looming deal to put his 
social media company, 
Trump Media & Technol-
ogy Group, on the stock 
market under the symbol 
DJT. 

If the deal is approved at 
a shareholder meeting Fri-
day, Trump would own at 
least 58% of the shares in 
the company, which runs 
his Truth Social platform. 
Depending on share price, 
that could be worth several 
billion dollars, though he 
might not be able to turn 
the stock into cash imme-
diately. 

Meanwhile, the amount 
Trump owes is increasing 
by nearly $112,000 each 
day due to interest. As of 
Tuesday, he owed the state 
nearly $457 million. 

To obtain a bond, 
Trump’s lawyers said they 
would be required to post 
collateral covering 120% of 
the judgment. 

Last month, Trump’s 
lawyers proposed posting 
a $100 million bond, but 
a judge in the state’s mid-
level appeals court said he 
had to pay the full amount. 
Trump has appealed that 
decision. 

COULD TRUMP DE-
CLARE BANKRUPTCY? 

Under federal bank-
ruptcy law, enforcement 
of the judgment would 
be paused if he person-
ally declared bankruptcy. 
However, he would still be 
personally liable if just his 
company, the Trump Or-
ganization, or other enti-
ties were to declare bank-
ruptcy. 

Trump has repeatedly 
bragged that he has never, 
personally, declared bank-
ruptcy, although several 
of his previous companies 
have. 

“If he can’t post a bond 
or meet the appellate di-
vision’s bonding require-
ments, then I would ex-
pect him to file bank-
ruptcy to take advantage 
of the automatic stay on 
collection,” law professor 
Germain said. 

RECYCLERECYCLE 
Small Changes 

x Billions of People 

BIG IMPACT 
Consider other ways you can 

reduce your plastic use – 
dry cleaning bags, food storage 

containers, dog waste bags, plastic 
packaging – and challenge yourself to find 
better solutions every day for the sake of 

our planet, our wildlife, our health, and the 
lives of future generations. 

COMING 
Thursday,
April 4th , 
2024 

Our upcoming special section is flled with ideas, 
advice, inspiration and special offers to help you create 
a great living space on any budget, inside and out! 

Look for this special in our April 4th edition! 

SpringHome
DECOR & DESIGN 
Hooommmmm& GARDEN 

Day Admission: $10 
Senior Citizen $9 Under 14 FREE with adult 

$1 OFF with ad 

GUN SHOW 
Albany, NY 

All guns coming into the show 
should be covered or cased 

518-664-9743 
NEACA.com 

MARCH 
23 & 24 

225 Washington Ave Ext. 
Albany , NY 12205 

POLISH COMMUNITY 
CENTER EXHIBITION HALL 

Restaurant & Bar on Premises with Great Polish Food 

SAT. 9-5 
SUN. 9-3 

T
R

 

All modern gun sales are subject 
to background check 

Public is urged to participate by bringing items to sell or trade with exhibitors 

For more information or to advertise in this special section 
please contact us by Wednesday, March 22nd at  18- 88-6779 today! 

https://www
http://local.digitalfirstmedia.com
https://capitalcentral.newspaperdirect.com
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